
Information & Communication Technologies

The West Midlands is home to a strong entrepreneurial cluster of ICT companies. This vibrant high 
growth business base includes international renowned players such as Fujitsu, IBM and Cap Gemini, 
and expanding European enterprises such as Telsey Tele-communications. 

Operating costs in the Coventry, Solihull, Warwickshire ‘Software Triangle’ are some 20–25% lower than 

those on M4 Corridor; one third of ICT companies in the West Midlands Region are growing at over 

20% per annum and over a third are exporting successfully to European markets (source: PwC Survey 

Plant Location International 2002). Industry-recognised pay scales also indicate companies pay less for 
equivalent ICT employees in the West Midlands than the national average. Add to all this that the region
is home to the UK’s largest computing school, Staffordshire University, and it’s easy to see why the
West Midlands Region is truly making its mark on the future of ICT.

The sector employs some 53,000 people in over 8,000 fi rms, the majority of which are located in 

the south east of the region, delivering £4 billion turnover. This marks an increase of 45 % in ICT 

companies and 40% increase in employees since 2001. (Source: Annual Business Inquiry Employee 

Analysis, ONS Crown Copyright Reserved 2005)

Sector Strengths:

✽  Software – Many leading software companies are based in the West Midlands Region including 
the world’s largest enterprise software company, The Oracle Corporation. The expertise of 
software developers in the West Midlands attracts the interest of major international companies 
many of whom go on to form strategic partnerships, particularly in the creation of custom 
software solutions

✽  Hardware – Groundbreaking work that is taking place here is setting new standards in research 
and development. The new Computer Science building at the University of Warwick, for example, 
has been chosen by IBM as one of only a handful of sites dedicated to the development of a
new worldwide computer ‘Grid’ and Wolverhampton University is the location of a new regional 
RFID centre

✽  Telecommunications – The region has one of the most advanced telecommunication networks 
in Europe. Birmingham is the only UK city with 100% coverage of a self-healing fi bre optic 
network. That means any business – particularly those reliant on IT – enjoy more effi cient,
reliable communications

Business Support:

For ICT linked businesses in the West Midlands Region there is an unrivalled network of specialist

support available. From expert advice, cutting edge facilities and training to new product development
and excellent business support – the opportunities for growth in the West Midlands are endless.

✽  Centre of Excellence for Research in Computational Intelligence and Applications (CERCIA) 
– CERCIA works at the cutting-edge of Computational Intelligence (CI) research at the University 
of Birmingham. CI and nature inspired computer techniques are widely applicable with CERCIA’s 
technology. Techniques, which in turn, feature heavily in the future growth of a number of 
business sectors including fi nancial services, health and medical industries, manufacturing, 
logistics and transportation 
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✽  iCentrum – iCentrum provides members with access to the latest developments in new and 
emerging ICT related technologies, enabling members to improve productivity and help reduce 
development lead times. iCentrum also provides the latest test and quality assurance facilities for 
its members in the form of a Solution Development Laboratory based at Aston Science Park 

✽  OpenAdvantage – The OpenAdvantage project provides the West Midlands Region with a centre 
of excellence focused entirely on open source software, the only one of its kind within the UK. 
The pioneering centre has helped many businesses across the region, through its free seminars, 
consultancy services and training

✽  Photonics Cluster – Photonics Cluster (UK) is the fastest growing business network dedicated 
to supporting the photonics industry in the UK. The overall aim of the Cluster is to establish a 
dynamic hub of activity within the supply chain of researchers, suppliers, manufacturers and 
sales distributors for the increased profi tability of the sector and increased knowledge and wealth 
to its individual members

✽  WMita – WMita is a membership organisation with local branches representing small and 
medium-sized businesses in the ICT sector. Its purpose is to support the development and 
growth of the sector and to provide a voice for the ICT industry in the region

✽  West Midlands Mobile and Wireless – WMMW provides innovation, new product development 
and adoption support for companies wishing to develop their capabilities in the area of mobile 
and wireless technologies. The project is delivered by fi ve of the region’ leading universities 
(Staffordshire, Coventry, UCE, Warwick and Wolverhampton)

Sector Research & Development:

✽  QinetiQ – QinetiQ has a wealth of RFID expertise and a track record of helping companies 
achieve 100% read rates in even the most challenging environments. QinetiQ provides a world 
leading RFID System Design, Development & Implementation Consultancy Service

✽  Neural Computing Research Group – NCRG, based at Aston University, has become one of the 
most infl uential research groups worldwide in the fi eld of neural networks and pattern processing 
inference methods. The group has championed a principled approach to the theoretical 
development of neural network structures and training methods and developed signifi cant 
expertise in the engineering applications of it work

If you’d like to speak to a sector specialist about the West Midlands Region as a potential location for your 
business, call the Inward Investment Team at Advantage West Midlands on +44 (0) 121 380 3500 or 
email info@investwm.org

To request a copy of the latest West Midlands business brochure, email marketing@advantagewm.co.uk

Credentials



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


